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Decrees will be prepared immediately upon the formation of
a Commission on Nationalities.
In the name of the Russian Republic,
People's Commissar for Nationalities,
D JUGASHVILI- STALIN.
President of the Council of People's Commissars,
V, ULIANOV (LENIN).
The policy of national oppression, inherited from the autocracy
and monarchy, is supported by the landlords, capitalists, and petty
bourgeoisie in order to protect their class privileges and to cause
disunity among the workers of the various nationalities. Modern
imperialism, which increases the striving to subjugate weak
nations, is a new factor intensifying national oppression.
To the extent that the elimination of national oppression is
achievable at all in capitalist society, it is possible only under a
consistently democratic republican system and State administra-
tion that guarantee complete equality for all nations and languages.
The right of all the nations forming part of Russia freely to
secede and form independent states must be recognised. To deny
them this right, or to fail to take measures guaranteeing its prac-
tical realisation, is equivalent to supporting a policy of seizure and
annexation. It is only the recognition by the proletariat of the
right of nations to secede that can ensure complete solidarity
among the workers of the various nations and help to bring the
nations closer together on truly democratic lines. . . .
The right of nations freely to secede must not be confused with
the expediency of secession of a given nation at a given moment.
The party of the proletariat must decide the latter question quite
independently in each particular case from the standpoint of
the interests of the social development as a whole and of the
interests of the class struggle of the proletariat for Socialism.
The Party demands broad regional autonomy, the abolition of
supervision from above, the abolition of a compulsory State
language, and the determination of the boundaries of the self-
governing and autonomous regions by the local population itself
in accordance with the economic and social conditions, the national
composition of the population, and so forth.
The party of the proletariat resolutely rejects what is known
as "national cultural autonomy," under which education, etc.,